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after the place had been mined, took the entire possession of it, with the intention of blowing it up.
It was suggested to the Emperor, as said in the bulletins, to devastate every object within twenty leagues round, and to set on fire every village. The same authority stated that he refused to adopt this plan of sacrificing 10,000 innocent persons for the sake of vengeance. It would have been gratifying to see a spark of mercy in the man who deluged Europe with blood; but the order of destruction was in reality issued. Before the plan could be adopted, the scene of ravage was prevented from extending farther, not from the clemency of the invader, but because the means were out of his reach. Buonaparte had given the mandate for the destruction of a fortress that had stood the storms of ages; the mines were completed ; the arsenal, the palace, and the church, then stood upon a mass of combustibles, and a few sparks would have levelled all to the ground. Early in the morning the first explosion took place ; but the Russian general seized on this signal of destruction, and rushed upon the perpetrators, who were a few detached, desperate men, who had pledged themselves not to quit the place till they had reduced the Kremlin to ashes : but, before another mine could be sprung, the intrepid Iloviasky, with his dauntless followers, had forced the gates, and, assaulting the wretches with the firebrands in their hands, took them prisoners and rescued the place.
Thus was the glory of Moscow preserved, and the plans of Napoleon frustrated. What a moment of pride and exultation to the Russian General, when he planted the eagles of his country again in the citadel! The citadel, the palace, and the arsenal, were left entire,y on the death of Augustus, fifth Earl, on August 8, 1810.
